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This 1928 Spanish Revival home with its exquisite architectural details will be on this
year’s Historic Home Tour in Martinez. The Tour will take place on Saturday October 12th.
For details and ticket information, visit www.MartinezHomeTour.com





Historic Home to be Open to Public

MARTINEZ -- One of the important historic homes in Martinez will be on the Historic Home Tour this year and will be open to the public for the first time.   The Home Tour will enable visitors to tour this Spanish Revival home at 424 E Street that has been part of Martinez history for 85 years.  You will also get a strong sense of the family who first lived in the home.  Named “Casa Costanza” by its present owners, Robert (“Schultz”) and Carol Schultz, the house was custom built for Rocco Constanza and his bride, Marguerite Bozzolasco in 1928.  The house was a wedding present from Rocco’s parents, Rocco and Rosalia Costanza.  “It’s like a little museum, and we are the caretakers.” states Carol.  The Schultz’s are only the second owners of this home.

Very little remodeling was done to the home by the Schultzs who have kept the home as original as possible.  Anything added, purchased or created, is appropriate for the time period of the home.  “We wanted to honor the family and their vision of a 1920s Spanish Revival home.”  Schultz said.

The tour starts at the carriage house with its collection of vintage cars and trailors.  It is located where Marguerite’s Nursery was located circa 1932.  The nursery was a wedding present from her uncle.  She grew plants to sell at the family grocery store located on Richardson Street.

When you walk to the main house and enter the front room, you will be taken back in time by sight of the original fireplace with its antique hearth broom alongside it.  The Victorian piano, which was purchased with the home, is in the exact place the Costanzas placed it.  The piano was previously owned by the Rankin family who planted the olive grove still prominent on the hillside west of downtown.   During the Tour, there will be a concert pianist at the piano to entertain you.

The kitchen has the original mint green and clay colored cabinetry.  This cabinetry was made with the family in mind as there are drawers that were specifically placed lower than normal to allow the Constanza grandchildren easy access.  The stove was designed and built by Schultz.  It fits in so well that you would swear it was installed there in 1928 when the Costanzas moved in.

A walk into the large bathroom takes you back again to the Constanza era.  The gold flocked wall paper was placed on the walls by Marguerite.  When you look into the cabinets, you will see some of the Costanza’s belongings, including Marguerite’s face powder.

One of the most important pieces in the home is a marble Roman column.  It was a present from younger son, James Costanza and his wife Nancy to his parents.  The column was purchased in 1965 in Spain and sent to Martinez in pieces with instructions on how to assemble it.  This column was removed from the home when it was sold by the Costanzas, but it came back to the home as a gift once again at the time of Schultz and Carol’s wedding.  The wedding was conducted in the home.  You will see the column back in its original spot by the fireplace.

Carol and Schultz have added various pieces to the home that reflect their tastes and interests.  All these items are perfect for the time period of this beautiful and authentic Spanish Revival home — “Casa Constanza”.

The Martinez Historical Society invites readers to take the Historic Home Tour which will include at least 6 private homes, 4 museums and 1 historic church.  The Tour will begin at the Shell Club House located at 1635 Pacheco Blvd in Martinez.  Refreshments will be provided.  The Tour route can be driven or shuttles to the homes are free of charge.  The date is Saturday October 12th and hours are from 10 am to 4 pm.  For more information, please go to the Home Tour website where you can also see the homes that were on past tours: www.MartinezHomeTour.com
Proceeds from the tour will benefit the Historical Society's effort to restore and reopen the Old Train Depot in downtown Martinez, portions of which date back to 1877.
A special thanks to the Tour’s sponsors.  These are the gold sponsors:
· Shell Martinez Refinery
· S and S Supplies & Solutions
· Cole Real Estate
And these are the Tour’s bronze sponsors:
· Allied Waste
· Shell Chemical
· Shell Western States Federal Credit Union
· Hagin’s Automotive
· Remodel Me
· Wendt Heating and Air
· Dolan’s Lumber, Doors and Windows
· Bay Alarm
· State Farm Insurance (Mark Woodard, Agent)
Contact Janie Mori at morijane@yahoo.com for additional information or photos.  Sample photographs are included below. 
You can also visit the website:  www.MartinezHomeTour.com
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This is a cropped version of the photo of the Costanza House which appears above.
[image: image4.jpg]This is a perfect example of a Colonial Revival home. It was built in 1929, the year the
stock market crashed. The house is larger than it appears above, and it has been the
home of several prominent Martinez citizens. It will be included on the Martinez Historic
Home Tour on Saturday October 12th. For more info, go to www.MartinezHomeTour.com




[image: image5.jpg]This beautiful 1928 Spanish Revival church (1st Congregational)
will be an addition to this year’s Martinez Home Tour on Saturday
October 12th. For more info, go to www.MartinezHomeTour.com




[image: image6.jpg]“The Martinez Home Tour begins t th 11635 Pacheco Boulevard on the
edge of downtown Martinez. The Clubhouse stil etai ftsmen Interior, original woodwork
(including ceiling beams, paneling and decorative detals), light fixtures and hardware.





[image: image7.jpg]The Borland House is the location of the Martinez Museum WhICh opera(ed by
the Martinez Historical Society. The Borland Home will welcome visitors from 10
am to 4 pm on Saturday, October 12th, the day of the Martinez Home Tour.




[image: image8.jpg]‘The Shell Oil Museum is located near the Shell Clubhouse in Martinez. The Museum depicts the his-
tory of ol refining in Martinez ~ beginning with the construction of the Shell Refinery in 1915. The
Museumis staffed by docents who are retired Shell employees.





[image: image9.jpg]When he wasn't trekking through his beloved Sierra Nevadas or when
he wasn't visiting other wilderness areas, John Muir lived in this Marti-
nez mansion from 1890 until his death in 1914,




[image: image10.jpg]The Martinez Adobe is one of the small number of structures in California dating back to Statehood
and beyond. Constructed circa 1849, the building has been seismically retrofitted, and should now
last the ages. Itis currently displaying the first full scale exhibit on the historic de Anza Trail




